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As students pulled up to the RVOEP in their buses this fall, 
they were greeted by our annual gathering of Turkey Vultures.  
Every fall vultures congregate at the RVOEP to preen, molt, 
and generally just hang out together (with quite a bit of soaring 
around thrown in).  Over 100 Turkey Vultures watched while 
over 850 students participated in our fall outdoor environmental 
education programs.  From their perches high in the Douglas Fir 
trees, wings spread to catch the morning sun, the vultures peered 
down as students learned about decomposers, found evidence of 
food chains, explored the forest community, and played fox and 
squirrel.  It seemed that a special bond formed between these 
giant black birds and their young admirers.  
From the Turkey Vultures the children learned 
first hand about peace, the power of quiet 
observation, and the importance of the sun 
as the source of the earthõs energy.  Once in 
awhile a large black feather would twirl its way 
to the ground-- such a simple gift, yet it was 
snapped up like the most treasured Christmas 
present by one of our lucky students.

While the Turkey Vultures dispersed 
for the winter, some flying south and others 
spreading out across Mendocino County, the 
RVOEP staff headed into classrooms with 
special lessons from the forest.  The RVOEP 
serves about 1500 students with classroom 
environmental educational programs in the 
winter months.  During the fall and spring over 
2000 students participate in a variety of field 
trip programs at the RVOEP.  More information 
about RVOEP classroom and field trip programs can be found at 
our website: www.rvoep.org.

We are excited about broadening our program to serve 
Middle School students. During the last school year over 150 
sixth, seventh, and eighth grade students from Eagle Peak visited 
the RVOEP.  This spring, with the help of a grant from Save-the-
Redwoods League, the RVOEP will be extending its educational 
program to our local Redwoods.   90 sixth grade students from 
Eagle Peak will culminate their study of the redwood ecosystem 
with a RVOEP led trip to Hendy Woods near Philo.

Mark Albertõs mushroom workshop was a hit again this year 
with an all time record attendance of 85 people.  Our annual 
Night Camp program will be held in the spring this year, since 
our fall date was rained out.  This is an exciting opportunity to 
experience nature after dark.  See our workshop  schedule for 
further details.  The third annual International Wildlife Film 
Series will also be happening this spring.  Details are available 
on our website.

Grants from the Peregrine Audubon Chapter will help pay 
for transportation to RVOEP Flight School this year, as well as 

provide owl pellets for our classroom 
program òOwl Pellets And Beyond.ó  
Ukiah Natural Foods Co-op, Redwood 
Logging Conference, Jennifer Harris, 
the Mabel Albertson Trust, as well 
as your memberships and donations 
have also provided much appreciated 
transportation funding.

The RVOEP continues to 
flourish because of the hard work of a 
cadre of dedicated volunteers.  Duane 
Wells, with the help of the Parlin Forks 
inmates, keeps our site functioning.  
Kathy Tobin, Wendy Pollitz, Jean and 
Steve Lincoln, Adrienne Simpson, and 
others help run our film series.  Judy 
Corcoran keeps our memberships 
up-to-date. Cathy Monroe helps with 
everything and acts as chairperson.  

Chuck Vaughn and George Chaniot help with our Flight School.  
Chuck Williams acts as our resource person for any native plant 
activities.  Our workshop leaders volunteer their expertise to 
help others gain an understanding and appreciation of the natural 
world. The RVOEP welcomes volunteers. Just call 485-0690 if 
you would like to pitch in.

Whatõs Happening at the RVOEP?

I like the birds that sit in the tree 
and look like statues.
                  Chris, 3rd grade, Yokayord grade, Yokayord




